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for which the exploited millions of toilers have so long
thirsted. The prayers of peacelovers cannot go in vain.
Satyagraha is itself an unmistakable mute prayer of an
agonized soul.

Sevagram, 10-2-'42

Harijan, 15-2-1942
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PLEA FOR CALMNESS

The recent British reverses ought not to CFeate panic
in the land. In all the wars that Britain has fought or in
which she has been engaged there have been reverses some
of which may be considered disastrous. But the British
have a knack of surviving them and turning them into
stepping-stones to success. Hence the saying peculiar to
them that they blunder through to success. Failures do
not dismay or demoralize them. They take them with
calmness and in a sportsmanlike spirit. Wars are for them
a national game like football. The defeated team heartily
congratulates the successful one almost as if it was a joint
victory, and drowns the sorrow of defeat in an exchange
of glasses of whisky. If we have learnt nothing worth from
the contact with the British, let us at least learn their calm-
ness in the face of misfortunes.

And is there the slightest cause for alarm? Certainly
not for those who believe in non-violence. For fear and
distrust of self are no part of their composition, nor are
they part of a panoplied soldier. The attribute of non-
violence is perhaps only a copy book maxim. We do not
see it in actual practice in any measure. But this war is**
abundant proof that neither party though steeped in
violence betrays any fear or distrust. I am filled with
amazement and admiration at the reckless bravery dis-
played by combatants on either side. This war is demon-
stration of the unthinkable nerve that human beings are
capable of possessing. Looked at from either standpoint,
therefore,  we should be  ashamed  of fear, distrust  and